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DRAFT MINUTES of the meeting of Ringstead Parish Council held on Monday 6 July 2026 at 7.00pm at 
the Village Hall. 
 

Present: 
Cllr Jacob (Chair), Cllr Crowfoot, Cllr Everitt, Cllr Little, and Cllr Shelley. 
S. Lee (Clerk).  
 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Barnett.  

2. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations by councillors. 

Cllr Jacob advised of an interest in the Great Ringstead Allotment Charity. 

3. Approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 June April 
2026.  

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 June 2026 were approved.  

4. Matters arising from the above minutes not discussed elsewhere on the agenda. 

No matters arising not noted on the agenda were raised. 

5. Allow Public Participation (10 mins). 

None were present. 

6. Finance. 

a. Bank Balances and Reconciliation 

The Clerk noted that there was currently £46,725.68 in the Unity Trust Bank accounts 
including ringfenced CIL funds amounting to £22,483.74.  

Accounts 

Bank 
Account 

Jun-26 Jun-25 

Current 3494.43 1683.07 

Deposit* 43231.25 39234.14 

TOTAL 46725.68 40917.21 

Difference vs. last yr: £5,808.47 

*CIL funds 2025/26 £5417.32 

*CIL funds 2024/25 £7153.77 

*CIL funds 2023/24 £9912.65 
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b. Consider payments and receipts June 2026. 

The meeting approved the payments and receipts for June 2026. 

Ringstead Parish Council Transactions June/July 2026 

A/C Description Supplier Period 
Payment 

Type 
 Gross (£) 

VAT (£) 
portion 

C
u

rr
e

n
t 

Clerk's salary June 2026 Clerk June BACS 540.80 0.00 

Clerk's Tax and Employers NI June 2026 HMRC June BACS 174.05 0.00 

Clerk's mileage and expenses Clerk June BACS 64.79 1.08 

Grounds maintenance services HHA Grds Mtc June SO 383.57 63.93 

Grounds maintenance services Chalk Pit HHA Grds Mtc June BACS 120.00 20.00 

Service Charge Unity Trust Bank June Direct 7.00 0.00 

Data Protection Certificate ICO June DD 47.00 0.00 

  

Clerk's salary July 2026 scheduled 
payment 

Clerk July BACS 540.80 0.00 

  

Clerk's Tax and Employers NI July 2026 
scheduled payment 

HMRC July BACS 174.05 0.00 

  Refurbishment of Jubilee bench Mr J. Aldis June BACS 200.00 0.00 

  Refurbishment of Jubilee bench plaque Walden Restoration June BACS 75.00 0.00 

   Total 2327.06 85.01 

 Receipts June 2026  

A/C Description Payee Period 
Remittance 

Number 
Amount 

(£) 
 

S
a

v
 

Credit Interest on Instant Access Acct UTB 
Jan-
June 

N/A 191.72  

 Total 191.72  

       
 

c. Consider any late payments. 

There was one late payment received for Clear Council’s insurance premium for 2026/27 for 
£697.36, including the £55.00 non-refundable arrangement fee. 

7. General Agenda Items. 

a. External Reports. 

There were no reports received. 

b. Parish Clerk’s report. 

The Clerk advised that at a recent Clerks networking event changes to the way Statutory Sick 
Pay is paid were being introduced and the qualifying period for claims for unfair dismissal was 
reducing from 2 years to 6 months. Legislation had also been introduced to remove the 
requirement for addresses for parish councillors to be included on the Parish Council Register 
of Interests forms.  

In addition, the Clerk advised of the need for the Council to purchase a new laptop computer 
and printer, the hinge on the old laptop had broken and a new more efficient printer was 
required. After some discussion it was proposed by Cllr Shelly, seconded by Cllr Everitt, and 
RESOLVED: that the Clerk purchase a new laptop computer and a printer at an estimated 
cost of £470.00 and reclaim the expenditure. 
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c. Village Hall report. 

There was no further update on the village hall. 

d. Highway related items – confirmation of purchase of a new SAM3 sign. 

The Clerk had previously circulated a response from the Highway Engineer regarding the 
footpath works at Peddars Way North. The Clerk agreed to draft a letter to the residents of 
Sedgeford Farm Road requesting that the ivy on the telegraph pole be pruned to reveal the 
new bus stop sign. 

There was a discussion about the disappearance of ponds in the village and lack of water for 
ducks and ducklings. The Clerk agreed to investigate whether any grants or advice was 
available from the Norfolk Ponds Project.  

e. Update on Playing Field and Grounds Maintenance, including No Vehicle Sign, at end 
of Chapel Lane. 

Cllr Little updated the meeting and reported that the grass had recently been cut, but rabbit 
activity was increasing. Cllr Little advised that there had been reports of motorbikes 
accessing the playing field from the Chapel Lane entrance. The Chair suggested that a gate 
be installed, the Clerk had also obtained a price for an aluminum sign to replace the existing 
sign, which included pictograms of No Dogs and No Vehicles. After some discussion it was 
agreed to proceed with the purchase of the sign at a cost of £24.55 plus VAT and investigate 
quotations for the installation of a field gate and pedestrian access gate. 

It was confirmed that given the exceptionally dry spring, the decision to holdover replacement 
of the dead tree in the playing field until autumn/winter of 2026, had been the right course of 
action. 

f. Insurance Renewal 2025/26 

The Clerk had previously circulated a number of documents relating to the renewal of the 
Council’s insurance policy. The Clerk had raised a query with Clear Council seeking 
clarification on cover during Clerk’s absence which was not included, whilst ‘Key Person’ was 
included. Cllr Shelly also raised a concern regarding the response to one of the questions on 
the Statement of Fact, which could be read in one of two ways. The Clerk agreed to seek 
clarification from the insurer’s. Subject to these matters it was proposed by Cllr Shelly, 
seconded by Cllr Everitt, and RESOLVED: to proceed with the renewal of the insurance. 

g. Update on quotations for use of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds. 

The Clerk had previously circulated several quotations for projects suggested at the previous 
meeting to utilise the £5,400 CIL funds from 2023/24 that needed to be spent during 2026/27: 

i. In terms of the proposed new litter bins adjacent to the Jubilee bench on Docking Road 
and the former bus shelter on Holme Road, given the costs for servicing the bins and 
potential increase in revenue expenditure, it was agreed not to proceed with this project 
at the present time.  

ii. The cost for the supply and installation of a new spring rocker item of play equipment for 
younger children to be placed on the playing field was £1941.00 plus VAT. It was agreed 
holdover this project for consideration later in the year. 

iii. All agreed that, if the Council were to retain the lease of the Chalk Pit, the replacement 
and extension of the fencing at the top of the Chalk Pit quarry was the most pressing 
project, particularly considering the insurer’s requirement that a Risk Assessment be 
undertaken for the site. The Clerk had previously circulated a quotation from Dodd & Co 
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to supply and install 130m of 1.3m high fence on metal clipex posts utilising the ‘pro-
strainer’ system. It was proposed by Cllr Everitt, seconded by Cllr Shelly, and 
RESOLVED: to proceed with the installation of fencing at a cost of £3,565.00 plus VAT. 

h. Future maintenance of the Chalk Pit 

The Chair introduced the item and advised that the lease with the Parish Council was due to 
expire at the end of September 2026. The Chair had been through a file of paperwork held by 
the Great Ringstead Allotment Charity and considered that the best way forward would be for 
the Parish Council to seek to renew its lease on the Chalk Pit, as a public amenity for a 
further period. Cllr Shelly asked about ownership of the land and the Chair advised that lands 
held as trustees for the inhabitants by Rector and Church Wardens under the 1782 Enclosure 
Award were transferred under the Local Government Act 1894 to trustees nominated by the 
new Parish Council and established as separate trusts. 

The Chair also advised that legal advice had been taken by the Charity back in 2006. That 
advice had concluded that ownership of the land was with the Great Ringstead Allotment 
Charity. The advice had further recommended that the most appropriate arrangement to 
retain the land as a community amenity would be for the Charity, whose trustees are 
appointed by the Parish Council, to enter into a lease of the Chalk Pit to the Parish Council. 

After some further discussion it was proposed by Cllr Shelly, seconded by Cllr Everitt, and 
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council agree in principle to seek to enter into a further lease 
with the Great Ringstead Allotment Charity for the management of the Chalk Pit.  

The Chair advised that as the terms of the original lease had not been updated in several 
years, and with the volunteer group who maintained the area no longer involved, it was 
proposed to ask the trustees of the Charity to have the current lease reviewed. 

The Chair also confirmed that a letter of thanks had been sent to Mrs Brock for her work in 
initiating and planning the woodland walks and reported that Mr Brock had indicated that it 
would be appropriate to plant a weeping beech tree in recognition of the work Mrs Brock had 
undertaken at the Chalk Pit. There was also an acknowledgement of the considerable work 
undertaken by another local resident, who had helpfully provided a significant catalogue of 
archive photographs of past use of the site to the Clerk. 

i. Great Ringstead Allotment Charity. 

The Chair informed the meeting that there were two vacancies for trustees to be appointed by 
the Parish Council to serve on the Great Ringstead Charity. An advert had been published in 
the recent edition of the newsletter, and it was hoped that potential applicants would be 
appointed by the Parish Council in early autumn of 2026. 

j. Update on the Casual Vacancy. 

The Clerk advised the statutory Notice had elapsed and there was no call to hold an election, 
the Council could therefore proceed with filling the vacancy by co-option. It was agreed to 
publish a notice inviting applicants to submit details to the Clerk, with a closing date in late 
September 2026. 

k. Update on Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution consultation and Local Government 
Reoganisation. 

The Clerk informed the meeting that at a recent networking event, the view was that the 
current Government were proceeding with the implementation of the three unitary authorities 
for Norfolk. It was, however, clear that the new administration at the County Council were 
proposing to challenge the Government’s decision.  
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8. Planning matters. 

a. The Clerk advised that the revised Planning Application: 26/00720/F, Householder: 
Extensions and Alterations, 4 Hall Lane, Ringstead, Hunstanton PE36 5JL had been 
permitted and that works had commenced on site, including infilling of rubble and soil in the 
former area of the pond/pit.  

It was agreed that no further comment be made on the variation of condition to use a different 
brick at Mary-Lyn, 9 Burnham Road as the approved brick was no longer manufactured. 
There was also no comment on the application for a Lawful Development Certificate at 1 
Geddings Farm Barns. 

9. To review any correspondence. 

None had been received. 

10. Agenda items for next meeting. 

It was agreed to include an update on the Chalk Pit lease, Great Ringstead Allotment Charity 
vacancy and the casual vacancy on the Council. 

11. The next meeting of the Parish Council would be at 7.00pm on 14 September 2026.   
  

 

The meeting closed at 19:38 hrs.  
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